We compared the distribution of the adhesive extracel 
The progressive fibrosis has been viewed as the final stage in the natural history of membrane formation, may result in the membrane being fixed in a contracted state and is due to the deposition of collagen (notably types I and III to V) in the extracellular matrix (ECM) of the tissue.6,S-13 (Table I ). The number of specimens Thrombospondin is also thought to play a role in the assembly of the ECM by binding to a variety of ECM macromolecules such as fibrinogen and fibronectin.39,40
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Thus the co-distribution of cellular fibronectin and throm bospondin in many of the specimens of less than 4 months clinical duration might be of functional importance.
Moreover, the multifunctional nature of these ECM gly coproteins suggests that the ECM, far from merely con solidating membrane contraction at an end-stage in the disease, is actively involved in early membrane develop ment and represents a potential therapeutic target in the management of epiretinal membrane formation.
